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SUBJECT: DELAYED EXPORTS OF NIGERIAN COCOA 

REF: LAGOS 09174, LAGOS A-141 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED SEVERAL INQUIRIES FROM U.S. 
COCOA INDUSTRY DURING PAST TWO WEEKS ABOUT DELAYS IN 
SHIPMENT OF COVOA FROM LAGOS/APAPA TO U.S. U.S. BUYERS 
HAVE AS MUCH AS 15,000 METRIC TONS OF COCOA UNDER 
CONTRACT FOR SHIPMENT DURING JULY-SEPTEMBER, BUT ONLY 
SMALL PORTION HAS LEFT NIGERIA SO FAR. THIS DELAY IS 
HAVING SEVERE IMPACT ON U.S. COCOA BEAN PRICES, AND 
SOME U.S. MANUFACTURERS CLAIM THEY ARE ALREADY RUNNING 
SHORT OF BEANS. 
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2. ACCORDING INDUSTRY SOURCES,#COCOA WAREHOUSES IN 
NIGERIA ARE BURDENED WITH THE ALREADY SOLD COCOA, AND 
THE NEW CROP SHOULD BEGIN ARRIVING AT THESE SAME WARE- 
HOUSES IN LESS THANHTWO MONTHS. THEY POINT OUT THAT 
TWO SHIPS WITH CAPACITY TO LIFT ENTIRE AMOUNT DESTINED 
FOR U.S. ARE WAITING OUTSIDE LAGOS BUT CANNOT OBTAIN 
BERTHS. ALSO ACCORDING TO INDUSTRY SOURCES, USSR 

AND OTHER IMPORTING NATIONS ARE FACING SIMILAR PROBLEM 
AND HAVE ALREADY ASKED FMG FOR PRIORITY BERTHS. U.S. 

SOURCES ARE NOT CERTAIN WHAT RESULTS THEIR INTERVENTIONS 
HAVE HAD IF ANY. 

3. INFORMATION FROM COCOA INDUSTRY IS FIRST INDICATION 
RECEIVED BY DEPARTMENT THAT LAGOS PORT CONGESTION (REFS) 
IS SERIOUSLY AFFECTING EXPORTS AS WELL AS IMPORTS. 
DEPARTMENT WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE EMBASSY ASSESSMENT 
OF SITUATION WHICH COULD BE SHARED WITH U.S. INDUSTRY. 

ARE VESSELS WHICH USE THE BERTHS ALLOVATED TO CERTAIN 
CONFERENCES PREOCCUPIED WITH UNLOADING AND THEREFORE 
NOT LOADING AVAILABLE EXPORT CARGOES BEFORE THEIR 
ALLOTTED TIME EXPIRES? WHEN DO PORT AUTHORITIES AND 
COCOA EXPORTERS EXPECT BULK OF COCOA SHIPMENTS TO BE 
MADE? IS FMG CONSIDERING ANY MEASURES TO FACILITATE 
LOADING OF EXPORT COCOA SHIPMENTS AS A RESULT OF 
OVERTURES BY OTHER GOVERNMENTS? 

4. ALTHOUGH IT IS CONTRARY TO U.S. MARITIME POLICY TO 
SEEK PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT FOR U.S. FLAG SHIPS OR 
SHIPS DESTINED TO U.S., EMBASSY MAY WISH TO POINT OUT 
TO APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES THE IMPORTANCE TO NIGERPA 
OF MAINTAINING REGULAR FLOW OF COCOA EXPORTS AND THE 
LONG-STANDING POSITION OF U.S. AS MARKET FOR NIGERIAN 
CROP. 

5. FRONT PAGE ARTICLE ON NIGERIAN PORT CONGESTPON FROM 
SEPTEMBER 10 IOURNAL OF COMMERCE HAS BEEN POUCHED TO 
LAGOS. 

6. FYI, TRADE SOURCES REPORT THAT OLD CROP SHIPMENTS 
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